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DEWITT, N.Y. — Jennifer
Marsh was sick of paying high
gasoline prices and bothered
by the abandoned gas station
that was an eyesore on the
drive to her studio each day.

So the Columbus native,
who is an aspiring artist and
inspired activist, came up with
an idea — to cover the gas
station with a colossal hand-
made blanket to bring greater
attention to the world’s de-
pendency on oil.

“Ireally tried to find a good
balance of art and politics. I
don’t want it to be just a politi-
cal statement. And I don't want
it to justbe a sculpture,” said
the 27-year-old Marsh, who
received a bachelor of fine arts
degree in sculpture from Co-
lumbus College of Art & Design
in 2004 and is finishing her
master of fine arts degree at
Syracuse University in New
York.

“Iwanted to startle people
so they would stop and think
about (oil) ... and be inspired to
make up their own opinions
about the situation and how it
has affected their community,”
Marsh said.

With the help of professional
and amateur artists from
15 countries and more than
2,500 grade-school students in
29 states, Marsh covered the
50-year-old former Citgo sta-
tion — pumps, light stands,
signs and all — with more than
3,000 fiber panels that are
crocheted, knitted, quilted or

stitched together.

The panels cover 5,000
square feet and come in every
color, hue and texture. There
are panels in burlap, leather,
evensilk. Some carry scenes;
others, written messages: “Give
me oil or give me death.”

Some of the more imagina-
tive panels are made with the
labels from plastic beverage
containers, plastic shopping
bags and plastic six-pack carri-
ers — all petroleum products.

A nearby kiosk explains the
project, called WRAP, for World
Reclamation Art Project.

Bulgarian artists Christo and
Jeanne-Claude are among
those who have received global
attention with their outdoor
public art. In 2005, the pair put
up more than 7,500 door
frames draped with orange
fabric along 23 miles of foot-
paths in New York City’s Cen-
tral Park.

Marsh became interested in
using sculpture as social medi-
um after a volunteer trip to
Dharmasala, India, several
years ago. To pursue her ideas
for community-based art pro-
jects, Marsh founded the In-
ternational Fiber Collaborative.

“This is much more mean-
ingful than making objects in
the studio with the door
closed, and has so much more
impact than any of my sculp-
tures could have in a museum
or gallery,” Marsh said.

The project cost about
$29,000, much of it her own
money. Some was covered by
grants and contributions from
individuals and businesses.
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Marsh’s plan had been to

cover a barn, until she drove by

the gas station one day in
March 2007 and had an im-
pulse. She tracked down the
station owner and got permis-
sion to use his property. Then
she went to the DeWitt Plan-
ning Board to get approval.
Richard Robb, DeWitt's
commissioner of development
and operation, said the plan-
ning-board members at first
thought Marsh’s idea was hu-
morous. Then they became
skeptical. But as they talked

with Marsh, they realized she
had a well-conceived plan.
“Our board is not known for

" going for the offbeat like this,
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but they said, ‘By all means,
Robb said. “We've been
pleased about it. ... We've cei-
tainly heard a predominance of
positive feedback, especially
once people understand what
it’s for.” :

The aging station, which
closed four years'ago, sitsona
traffic island at a neighbor-
hood crossroads, just down the
road from the neatly trimmed,
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Syracuse University-owned
Drumlins Country Club.

A steady stream of people
stop to look at it, town officials
said. Parents stop with their
children. Local schools have
brought classes to see the
building. The blanket went on
in mid-April and will stay on
through mid-July.

Friends told Donna Lacey
about the dressed-up gas sta-
tion.

“It’s a great project,” said
Lacey, a 45-year-old service
coordinator for the disabled.
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Jennifer Marsh'’s collaborative approach has transformed an abandoned gas station in New York into an art exhibit, with panels
created by thousands of people from 15 countries and 29 states. The Columbus native’s work blends art and politics, she said.

“Aesthetically, it's wonderful.
It’s so colorful and vibrant. And
what a cool way to make
statement.” .

There are about 200,000
abandoned gas stations in the
U.S., according to Marsh's Web
site. There are also bigger pro-
jects potentially out there as
well — bridges, smokestacks,
empty grocery stores.

Marsh says her next WRAP
will be in Huntsville, Ala.,
where she will move in July for
a one-year teaching position at
the University of Alabama.

formed a union yesterday that
some members see as a re-
gional version of the Europe-
an Union. Brazil wants the
new Union of South American
Nations to help coordinate
defense affairs. | AS

McCain cancer-free,
medical records show

Sen Tohn MeCain'e doctors

legislative plan to tap Ohio’s
$1.1 billion rainy-day fund
because the Buckeye State’s
struggling economy easily
could get even worse. | B1

Make bike helmets
mandatory, doctor says

A Nationwide Children’s Hos-
pital researcher says bike
crachec are the No. 1 reason

ciation survey gives 31 of the
judges in Franklin County an
average 3.9 overall on a 5-
point scale. The bar asks law-
yers who practice before the
judges to rate them on such
things as objectivity and legal
knowledge. | Bl
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Woode won't nlav in

Chivas USA defender Claudio
Suarez (39). Although most of
his conteniporaries have re-
tired, Hendrickson starts at
left back, where he will be
tonight when the Crew host
New England. | C1

No drug testing for
Arena football players

Alone among prominent Dro-

2005 champion Dan Wheldon;
two-time winner Helio Cas-
troneves; Tony Kanaan, who
has led laps during the past

- six races; and Marco Andretti,

who came within 100 yards of
winning in 2006 before Sam..
Hornish Jr. passed him. | C1
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